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AJAX Football Club retained sec-
ond position on the C-grade lad-
der following a courageous
10-point victory over sixth-placed
Prahran at Albert Park last week.

The Jackas have been in poor
form recently, losing two of their
past three games. Despite injuries
during the game to Julian Kirzner
(knee), Marty Halphen (ham-
string) and Michael Konsky
(hand), Ajax hung on to a slender

lead in the last quarter to win 9.7
(61) to 7.9 (51).

Andrew Kalinski started at
centre half forward to cover the
late withdrawal of Brad Davis,
and his early form looked promis-
ing as Ajax slipped away to a 19-
point lead at the first change.
Kalinski received a heavy blow
late in the first term, but contin-
ued to dominate early in the sec-
ond quarter. Prahran, trailing by
four goals midway through the
first quarter, levelled the scores
just before half-time.

Mark Segal, Neil Israelsohn,
Ashley Krongold and Mat
Dudakov turned away many
attacks, whilst further afield
Marty Halphen, Gab Dukes, Brett
Duzenman and Jason Wrobel
worked hard to keep Ajax in the
game.

Nick Gold, quiet in the first
half, took control at centre half-

back in the third term, and with
Danny Gunn (ruck) giving drive
out of the centre in his first game
this season, Ajax had first use of
the ball. The swirling wind caused
many basic errors, but Ajax took
a 19-point lead into three quarter
time.

With Kirzner off the ground,
and only 18 fit players on the
field, it looked to be an uphill bat-
tle for the Jackas as Prahran came
home with the breeze.

Undisciplined play by
Prahran saw them reduced to 17
players after their centre half-for-
ward was reported in a second
striking incident. As the last
quarter unfolded, Ajax showed
exceptional courage and cohe-
sive teamwork, to shut out
Prahran’s attacks. Ajax packed
its backline and bottled up play
on the defensive wing with Ash-
ley Krongold, Adrian Redlich,

Brett Duzenman, Mark Segal,
David Kalb and Paul Walvisch
controlling the play.
AJAX reserves lost by 24 points to
fourth side Prahran in a disap-
pointing display. Injuries have
taken their toll and the side was
never in the contest after half-
time against a physically stronger
Prahran. Ajax must now win at
least five of the last six matches
to have a chance of reaching the
finals. 
AJAX under-19s were outclassed
by Ormond. The side, needing a
win to stay in contention for the
finals, showed little commitment
and was no match for the classy
Ormond side. 

This Saturday, Ajax seniors
(2pm) and reserves (11.40am)
play Glen Eira at Packer Reserve,
Leila Road, Murrumbeena (Mel-
way 68 J8). The under-19s face
Glen Eira at 2pm.
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MACCABI Australia could reverse
its decision not to go to the 16th
Maccabiah Games if all litigation
cases were resolved and compensa-
tion was paid to the families of the
victims of the 1997 bridge disaster
before early next year.

“Once we see money in the bank,
I think that’s something that we
would have to go back to our mem-
bers with and have a debate within
our organisation,” MAI president
Tom Danos said on Wednesday last
week at Victoria Maccabi’s annual
general meeting at Beth Weizmann. 

Mr Danos said 26 — almost half
— of the cases had already been
settled with the remaining cases
likely to be settled within the next
few weeks. He anticipated that the
Israeli government would pay its
one-third share of those cases with-
in days, and Phoenix Insurance
would follow suit with a further
four-ninths of the amount with-
standing.

Mr Danos, who was part of a
delegation to Israel earlier this
month when four of the 1997
Games organisers were convicted
and sentenced to jail, said the vic-
tims had already received $US1.5

million in loans. Four
people died and more
than 60 were injured
when a temporary
bridge collapsed
before the opening
ceremony at the 1997
Games.

Should Maccabi
Australia change its
decision, the “final
cut-off” for a team to
be formed would
probably be early next year, Mr
Danos said. 

He said the organisers of the
16th Maccabiah were “desperately

keen” for Australia to be
present.

“They will have a
memorial at the opening
ceremony of the 16th
Maccabiah but it’s not
going to be much of a
memorial if the Aus-
tralian team’s not there
in some form or another. 

“So they are very
keen for us to be pres-
ent and they have

been trying hard in various ways
to try and facilitate that.

“The unanimous view of the del-
egation that went to Israel was that

the reorganisation of the Maccabi-
ah format had taken enormous
strides and has been put on a total-
ly professional footing,” Mr Danos
said.

“People of a very high calibre
and expertise in virtually every
field — safety, insurance, securi-
ty — have been seconded into
participating, and the very clear
view from all of the delegates
was that the level of restructur-
ing and organisation could not
be faulted. 

“That’s one aspect that we, at
this stage, are very comfortable
with.”
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Hard-fought win for Jackas
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VICTORIA Maccabi has undergone a
major turnaround in the past 12
months with its finances in a
healthy state and membership at
record levels.

At its annual general meeting on
Wednesday last week at Beth Weiz-
mann, president Sam Parasol said
there were several significant
achievements made during the year
including: 

• Finances in a healthy state and
moving further in a positive direc-
tion;

• Membership at close to 3000
with 27 affiliate clubs;

• A new database, new office
equipment and a more efficient
office;

• Many outstanding sporting
achievements by the clubs and indi-
vidual members; and

• Insurance being settled this
year.

“I feel proud of the growth and
the standing of Victoria Maccabi in
the community. Our values are all
about openness, honesty, shrewd
decision-making, commitment and
drive for continuous improvement,”
Mr Parasol said.

The organisation’s successful
operations this year were a “direct
result of the able, loyal and dedicat-
ed board”, Mr Parasol said.

He praised executive director

Andrew Freund who “has added new
vitality and drive with his initiative,
enthusiasm, refreshing outlook and
professionalism”. 

Mr Parasol said with a settled and
well-organised board, Victoria Mac-
cabi’s future was “positive”.

“My vision each year is to be bet-
ter than the last. My goal is to pur-
sue improvement in our
organisation at every turn through a
culture that recognises and rewards
initiative and accomplishment by its
activities. 

“Our challenge is to keep the
momentum long-lasting and perma-
nent and to create a home for the
community, the youth and for future
generations,” he said.

The AGM was chaired by Victoria
Maccabi vice-president Philip

Sheezel and attended by about 50
people, most of them club delegates.

In his 12 months in office, Mr
Freund has rectified a number of
problem areas he identified as well
as introduced some new initiatives
into the organisation to enable it to
become more professional.

Two of the major initiatives
undertaken by the Victoria Maccabi
office in the past year were the
development of a new and fairer affil-
iation fee structure and the estab-

lishment of a database of members.
“Overall, club affiliation fee levels

have been reduced and the organi-
sation now has a concise list of its
members and their details,” Mr
Freund announced.

He also launched a redesigned
and user-friendly yearbook, which
includes club histories and reports
and a business directory (with 233
sponsors and advertisers). 

The establishment of a Hall of
Fame to recognise sportspeople,

administrators and coaches who
have made an impact on Victoria
Maccabi over the last 75 years is,
according to Mr Parasol, “one of the
biggest projects Victoria Maccabi
has undertaken”.

More than 400 nominations were
received for the Hall of Fame. The
announcement of the 75 inductees
and up to 10 ‘Legends’ will be made
at a function sponsored by the Aus-
tralian Jewish News at the Carlton
Crest on Sunday September 3.

Victoria Maccabi board members (from left): Andrew Freund (executive director), Harry Procel, Sam Parasol (president) and
Philip Sheezel (vice-president).

Heading in the right direction

“My goal is to pursue
improvement in our

organisation at every turn
through a culture that

recognises and rewards
initiative and

accomplishment by its
activities.” — Sam Parasol

Tom Danos


